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Blueprint drawn up 
for Advancement 


Major donations on the way 


LAURIE ZACK 


Vice-President Advancement and Alumni Affairs 
Kathy Assayag presented a far-reaching plan for 
the future of Concordia’s Advancement and 
Alumni Relations sector to the Nov. 24 Board of 
Governors meeting. 

Calling it a “defining moment” for both the 
university and her sector, she outlined an 
ambitious restructuring plan based on the 
academic and strategic plan of the university. 

Assayag described the work accomplished 
during the first 10 months of her term, which 
included reconnecting with alumni and 
initiating more than 70 local events and another 
25 across North America and abroad to bring 
alumni closer to the university. It also involved 
detailed endowment reports to donors, with 
profiles of the students who have been helped by 
their generosity. 

Fundraising has intensified, and Assayag took 
the opportunity to announce a series of major 
donations to the university and particular 
faculties (in the $1-million to $12-million range) 
that are either in the final stages of completion 
or well on the way. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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The media turned out to see Brian Mulroney (above, with Chancellor Eric Molson) make his first speech since his illness. 


Mulroney charms 
convocation crowd 


Former prime minister, diplomat, Telefilm founder 
receive honorary degrees at Place des Arts 


BARBARA BLACK 





There was less spring in his step, but 
Brian Mulroney has lost none of his wit. 

“I’m glad to be here,” he told the 
audience at the afternoon convocation 
ceremony on Dec. 1 with a warm smile. 
“In fact, I'm glad to be anywhere,” 

It had been an unusually tough year 
for the veteran politician, a year of 
serious illness and controversy. 
Graduating students rose in a 
spontaneous standing ovation to 
welcome him. 

President Claude Lajeunesse 
introduced Brian Mulroney this way: 
“Mr. Mulroney’s roots in an Irish- 
Quebec working-class family have well 
suited him to a lifetime of negotiation, 


arbitration, problem-solving and 
reconciliation: Extremely valuable skills 
in any society, but particularly in this 
highly diverse Canada of ours. 

“The gifts of oratory and laughter are 
traditionally associated with Irish 
culture, and Brian Mulroney has been 
blessed with both. But he has another 
trait particular to him, and that is 
courage. 

In his speech to the students, 
Mulroney made an impassioned plea for 
international cooperation. “No nation 
can solve its difficulties alone, “ he said. 

He gave examples of such difficulties: 
terrorism, the international drug trade, 
environmental disasters, infant 
mortality, AIDS and illicit arms. 

He added, “We live in a world 


dominated by one superpower — the 
US., soon to be challenged by another, 
China. Your generation must provide 
the leadership to ensure that our 
national interest remains compatible 
with the common interest’ 

A similar message was delivered at 
the morning ceremony by diplomat, law 
professor and art philanthropist Allan 
Gotlieb. 

He was introduced by Political 
Science professor Peter Stoett, who 
made reference to Gotlieb’s eight years 
as ambassador to the U.S., during which 
the Canadian embassy became a 


magnet for Washington society. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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VIEWPOINT 


La course au leadership du Parti 
québécois: Un débat d'idées 


Guy LACHAPELLE 


La campagne 4 la direction du Parti québécois a duré plus de 
cing mois. Neuf candidats et candidate remirent leurs 
bulletins de candidature. 

Notre inquiétude au point de départ, et nous lavons écrit et dit 
a plusieurs reprises, était que cette course en soit une d'images 
plutét que de contenu. Il fallait pour les organisateurs du Parti 
québécois trouver une formule qui permettrait aux candidats 
davoir assez de temps pour expliquer leurs positions tout en 
offrant aux membres du Parti québécois une occasion de 
pouvoir poser des questions. 

Dabord, les organisateurs ont proposé aux candidats et a la 
candidate la formule des débats thématiques (santé, 
éducation, culture et communication, développement durable 
mondialisation, déséquilibre fiscal, etc.) avec une tournée des 
diverses régions du Québec. Tous et toutes furent d'accord. 
Chaque débat aurait quatre périodes : un discours d’ouverture, 
des débats a trois, des questions posées au hasard 4 chacun 
des candidats et 4 la candidate, et un mot de cléture. 

On ma demandé de me joindre 4 au « panel des tribunes », 
Cest-a-dire un petit groupe restreint de six 4 huit personnes 
qui verrait tout au long de la campagne 4 préparer l'ensemble 
des questions pour chacun des débats. Dans chacune des 
régions, un militant ou militante sajoutait au groupe. 

Il faut noter que des questions pouvaient étre soumises par le 
grand public sur le site Internet du Parti québécois. A chaque 
semaine, en général le lundi soir avant le débat, le panel se 
réunissait afin de préparer la liste des questions. 

Tout dabord, nous nous sommes entendus sur un principe : 
celui davoir des questions d’égale valeur et dont le niveau de 
difficulté était relativement semblable. 


“Chacun des débats attirérent 
des foules imposantes, environ 
mille personne a chaque fois.” 


Les discussions au sein du panel furent 4 chaque semaine 
passionnante puisque chacun des membres du panel 
apportait aussi sa vision des choses en fonction de son 
expérience professionnelle, de son militantisme ou de son Age. 
De ce remue méninge, environ une vingtaine de questions qui 
nous apparaissait primordiales allaient étre au menu de 
chacun des débats. 

Sur le plan personnel et comme politologue, ce fut une 
expérience fascinante. Diabord, diavoir l'occasion de sillonner le 
Québec, de Sherbrooke a Gatineau, fut réellement 
passionnant. Chacun des débats attirérent des foules 
imposantes, environ mille personnes a chaque fois. Lintérét du 
public était 14 sans compter que les médias diffusaient chaque 
mercredi soir l'événement en direct. 

Ces débats mont permis également d’avoir la chance de 
rencontrer chacun des candidats et la candidate, d’échanger 
avec eux et elle sur les enjeux de la campagne et l'avenir du 
Québec, de rencontrer de nombreux militants et militantes du 
Parti québécois dans toutes les régions, voila autant de 
moments inoubliables pour un politologue, pour l’observateur 
que je suis de la vie politique québécoise. 

Malgré quelques petits détails secondaires, nul doute que la 
formule retenue par le Parti québécois a été un véritable 
succés, un moment unique de vie participative citoyenne. 

Guy Lachapelle est Professeur titulaire, science politique, et 
Secrétaire général de l'AISP. (Association internationale du 
science politique). An English version of this article appears 
online at http://cjournal.concordia.ca 





Keeping them till they graduate 


Retention of students raises complex questions 


BARBARA BLACK 


Nearly half the students at 
university — not just Concordia, 
but most universities — don't 
graduate. 

Terry Too presented that stark 
fact to an audience of faculty 
members and academic support 
staff at a workshop given Dec. 1 
by the university’s Centre for 
Teaching and Learning Services. 

As Associate Registrar, Too 
has the data. He can tell you 
how many attended for only one 
term, how many came and went, 
and how many have been 
attending for years without 
getting a diploma. 

Telling you why is more 
complicated. The reasons are 
various, complex and inter- 
related: academic difficulty, 
family and financial problems, 
shifting priorities, changing 
circumstances, failures of the 
system. 

Many students are plowing 
gloomily through a program that 
was not their first, nor their 
second, nor even their third 
choice. Some go through their 
entire university career without 
ever having a course or a 
professor they like. 

Linda Dyer, a successful 
teacher in the John Molson 
School of Business, illustrated 
this complexity with three case 
histories. 

“Vanessa” has a family and a 
full-time job. She’s in trouble 


because of too much stress 
outside the classroom, and core 
courses that are too far in her 
past to remember adequately. 

“Pablo” has trouble with 
English in a course that requires 
heavy reading. He stays at the 
back of the room, talking with 
friends in his native language, 
and never visits his teacher 
during her office hours. 

“Daniel” is still working on his 
PhD, but he's losing motivation. 
He has gone through three 
supervisors through no fault of 
his own, and now has a job that 


interests him more than his: 


thesis. 


“Sometimes all it 
takes is one person” 


Dyer’s recipe for success is to 
get to know each student — she 
gets their photos and 
memorizes their names — and 
invites them to visit her office. 

“I try to learn their stories and 
find reasons to like each and 
every one; she said. “It becomes 
a challenge to develop a 
personal relationship.” She’s 
almost an entertainer: “I like 
them to be enthralled’ 

Not for her mean-spirited 
jokes about looking to the left 
and right and knowing one of 
you won't pass. “That can lead to 
cynicism” 

Robert Oppenheimer, Director 


of the Centre for Mature 
Students, said when his staff 
contacted students who are at 
risk, they found the following 
reasons: They didn’t feel 
connected, weren't interested in 
the material, never planned on 
finishing a degree or had real 
problems that distracted them. 

Instructional Librarian Patrick 
Labelle warned against assum- 
ing that all students are tech- 
savvy. Many lack knowledge and 
confidence, and a single general 
course in library technology is of 
limited value. He'd like to see 
information research integrated 
into the curriculum. 

One of the key complaints of 
participants in the workshop 
was the near-impossibility of 
teaching students with widely 
different needs. Some roll their 
eyes when the teacher explains 
research methods; others ask, 
“What's a footnote?” 

“Multilevel teaching is a 
primary challenge,” admitted 
CTLS Director Olivia Rovinescu. 

Leo Bissonnette, Director of 
the Office for Students with 
Disabilities, said many of his 
constituents do well academ- 
ically. However, disabilities, in 
this context, are self-identified. 
In other words, only the 
students who step up to the 
plate and ask for his help are 
counted. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 





Szilvia Papai 
built her career path 


Hungarian economics student studied our 
academic ways to further her own studies 


Tier 2 Canada Research Chair Szilvia Papai learned Englis 


ng care’ 


ie. hat 


that’s left is learning how to brave the winter. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Szilvia Pdpai . develops 
mathematical models on the 
stability of coalition formation, 
yet she readily admits that her 
path from Hungary to Concordia 
was entirely random. 

Papai joined Concordia’s 
Economics Department in 
August as a Tier 2 Canada 
Research Chair. 

She graduated from Hungary's 
University of Economics. 
Students who wished to pursue 
a career in research after their 
BA determined their own 
committee members and course 
of study. “Every step took 
months,’ Paépai recalled. 

Researchers were affiliated 
either with a university or a 
research institute. Papai found 
herself in the latter. 

“Researchers who weren't 
‘reliable Communists’ would be 
sent to institutes where they 
could not contaminate other 
students,’ she said. As a result, 
these researchers working 
outside the university could 
pursue their interests 
independent of party priorities. 

Through an international 
student internship program, 
Papai went to Guelph, Ont., 
where her English was put to the 
test. 

“I'd learned grammar rules 
and some vocabulary, but 
nobody believed that any one of 
us would ever use the language. 
I'd never even heard a native 
speaker; Papai said. 


As her communication skills 
improved, she learned about life 
in the West, including the 
existence of graduate programs. 
After her internship, she set 
about applying to American 
universities. “It was pretty 
random. This was pre-Internet, 
so I had no way to determine 
which schools were good” 


Montreal is 
becoming a centre 
Jor game theory 


On top of that, university 
students in Hungary at that time 
managed their own booklet of 


grades, and translating this into © 


an acceptable transcript became 
a complicated cultural exchange 
exercise. 

Even getting letters of 
recommendation was difficult, 
because “professors believed 
that subjectively promoting an 
individual student was 
dishonest? 

She applied to the California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
simply because it did not require 
an admission fee. Wiring the 
money from Hungary doubled 
the application costs of most 
universities. 

Caltech proved to be the ideal 
environment for her to learn the 
mathematical theories she 
came to love. She began to apply 
her newly acquired game 
theoretical tools to the analysis 
of the allocation of goods 


h and the intricacies of North American academe. All 
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among individuals. 

Papai’s work is entirely 
theoretical: she develops game 
theoretical models which may 
later lead to applications. In her 
early work she developed a new 
method for the allocation of 
indivisible goods that her 
supervisor used when, as 
division chair, he undertook to 
reassign offices to his faculty. 

“I was never sure if he used 
my model to test it, or to shift 
the blame to me if people did 
not like their offices,” Papai 
laughed. 

After Caltech, Papai taught in 
Istanbul, did postdoctoral work 
in Lisbon, and ended up at the 
University of Notre Dame before 
coming to Concordia. 

Along the way, she began to 
use game theory and social 
choice theory to explore the 
conditions under which stable 
coalitions can form. 

In addition to Paéapai, 
Concordia professors Effrosyni 
Diamantoudi, Dipjyoti Majum- 
dar and Ming Li are also active 
researchers in game theory. 
Papai said that part of the 
attraction of Montreal is that it 
has become a certtre for game 


_ theory and social choice theory. 


A few years ago, a dozen such 
experts in a single room outside 
of an international conference 
would have been remarkable. 
Now, there are that many 
currently working at universities 
here in a single city. 

It is another happy coinci- 
dence in Papai’s career. 
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ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to Xavier-Henri Herve (BEng 87), President, and 
Joaquim Frazao, (BEng 82, MASc 94 Engineering), Vice-President, 
and Fernando Petruziello, (BEng 84), CEO of Mechtronix 
Systems, which has won a major prize for industrial innovation. The 
Prix INNOVATION Produit is given annually by ADRIQ, the 
Association de la recherché industrielle du Québec. 





Mechtronix Systems, of Ville St. Laurent, was founded in 1987. It 
employs 140 people and makes flight simulators. They developed a 
simulator completely controlled by computer — unlike traditional 
simulators, which use actual parts of the plane. Their innovation 
resulted in a 50 per cent saving in cost, and easier, more economical 
maintenance. The new simulator can be installed right at the 
airport, making it much easier for pilots to train on site. 


~Q 


Congratulations to Diana Discepola, who was one of only two 
students from Quebec on the national honour roll for the UFE, the 
devilishly difficult uniform final exam for aspiring chartered 
accounts. Diana is a perennial top student. She finished the 
Diploma in CA program this summer and is currently working for 
KPMG in Montreal. 


~o 


Murray Sang, Director of Continuing Education, was front and 
centre in a Gazette feature on Nov. 25 He said Concordia has a 
demand for certificates in management and business com- 
munications. Introductory Mandarin and Japanese language 
courses are popular among business people going to Asia, and 
software courses continue to proliferate, the latest being visual 
studio programming. 


“Qo - 


Raymonde April (Photo- 
graphy) has been recognized for 
her contribution to the evolution 
of photography in Canada. She 
was recently awarded the $35000 
Paul de Hueck and Norman 
Walford Career Achievement 
Award for Art Photography. 
Awarded every two years, the 
prize recognizes excellence by 
professionals in music 
(keyboardists or classical 
vocalists) and art photography. 
At right is a portrait of her friend, 
Héléne, taken while they were 
students and shown as part of 
her 1994 archival exhibit, Les 
pélerins de la croix lumineuse. 
April has taught photography at 
Concordia since 1985 
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Congratulations to Marketing student Jenviev Azzolin, who has 
been granted a $5000 Scholarship for her academic achievement, 
leadership and community involvement. Her Futures Fund 
Scholarship for Outstanding Leadership is one of 10 prizes awarded 
to business students nationwide. In addition to being a regular on 
the Deans List, Azzolin is a member of the JMSB Sports Marketing 
Committee and the Marketing team for the 2006 Commerce Games. 


~e- 


Students in the Graduate Diploma in Journalism program 
collaborated with Reporters sans frontiéres to write reports on 
individual journalists around the world for The Gazette's 
acknowledgement of Jailed Journalists Support Day on Nov. 17. 


~oQo 


Ailie Cleghorn (Education) has co-edited a book with Ali A. Abdi, 
of the University of Alberta, called Issues in African Education: 
Sociological Perspectives, published by Palgrave MacMillan. It brings 
together the views of 14 African academics in an analysis of major 
issues in sub-Saharan education. 
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Advancement planning in line 
with academic priorities 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Assayag also announced that 
268 students have been 
“adopted” and $880,000 raised 
towards the Leave-a-Legacy 
Adopt a Student program since 
its launch in September. 

At the same time, the sector 
has been restructuring and 
preparing its future work. The 
axis of the change is a 
“partnership with academic 


priorities and _ strategic 
planning” 
It will involve executive 


directors in each faculty who will 
draw on the resources of the 
central office. The key will be 
aligning advancement work to 
the needs of the academic sector. 


“We will ensure that all 
Advancement programs are in 
line with academic priorities, 
and that the senior academic 
leadership is fully engaged in 
and endorses Advancement 
activities,” Assayag said. 

Assayag has been working 
closely with Provost Martin 
Singer and the deans of each 
faculty to develop a compre- 
hensive table of needs for the 
next capital campaign. The 
table of needs will define and 
prioritize capital needs, 
research funding and student 
support priorities, including 
ways to attract more inter- 
national students to Concordia 
and to get more resources to 
send students abroad. 


Art enlivens William St. 


MFA student artists Margo Ray 
(above, left) and Natasha 
Mazurka take a break during an 
open house held recently by the 
William Collective Studio. 

The collective is made up of 10 
art students who work in a 
converted industrial building on 
William St., a few streets south of 
the Visual Arts building. 

Mazurka, whose graduate 
studies are in painting and 
drawing, has a solo show in 
January at Maison de la Culture 
Marie-Uguay in Montreal. 





Ray, whose graduate studies 
are in print media, has exhibited 
her work extensively in Canada 
and the U.S. 

The group also includes 


Russell Tyler, who has a solo- 


show in January at Galérie 
Thérése Dion, Annie Hémond 
Hotte, a recent graduate, and 
Trevor Kiernander and Susan 
Westbrook, who produced the 
Art Matters festival last year. 

The event was co-sponsored 
by Concordia’s Fine Arts Student 
Alliance. 
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Relations, Marcel Danis, visited the National Assembly on Nov. 23 to meet with the premier and officials from the 
education ministry. After the trip, Lajeunesse expressed confidence that government funding for the new home for 
the John Molson School of Business will be forthcoming, possibly in the new year. 


Retention: Academic and non-academic pressures 


Undiagnosed learning disabilities 
are something else, and an 
assessment is expensive. “We've 
had students come in at the end 
of term in crisis; Bissonnette said. 
“By then it’s too late” 

On the other hand, some 
failing students claim to be 
disabled when they're not. The 
university has become adept at 
screening out false claims and 
helping those with genuine 
disabilities — but they have to 
ask for the help in time. 

Nancy Acemian teaches in 
Computer Science. She focuses 


on the crucial first day of class, 
setting a mood, going through 
the course outline and setting up 
a buddy system for support. 

“Ask a lot of questions, probe, 
use metaphors to help them 
remember, she said. “I get bored 
with my own voice. I give them 
exercises, but not the answers. 
We work those out in class. 

“I watch for the light to go on. 
That's what drives me” 

Acemian used herself as an 
example of a student who took a 
long time to get her graduate 
degree. Her lifeline was a 





Tomberlin will not run again 


Dean of the John Molson School of Business Jerry Tomberlin has 
informed his faculty and staff that he will not stand for reappointment 
to a second five-year term when his current term is up in 2007. 





Trades union signs contracts 


Concordia University and the Canadian Marine Officers Union, 
known by its French acronym, SCOMM, signed two collective 
agreements on Nov. 30 covering approximately 100 employees in the 
trades, distribution and custodial services on both campuses. 

As a result, employees will receive an annual three-per-cent wage 
increase retroactive to June 2003, with higher premiums for group 


leaders and shift work. 


Among other things, long-term temporary employees will be 
granted permanent status and the university will further invest in 


professional development. 


professor who encouraged her 
even through three studyless 
years when she was just trying to 
get her life on track. 

“Sometimes all it takes is one 
person, she said. That’s an 
awesome responsibility for a 
teacher. 
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Robography creates the illusion of life 


Bill Vorn's work explores anthropomorphism 


Marc APOLLONIO 





Robotic artist Bill Vorn wants to 
know how a machine can be 
made to discover itself. 

In a lecture titled “Artificial Life 
and Robotic Art: Creating the 
Illusion of Life” Vorn, a professor 
in Concordia’s Intermedia/Cyber- 
arts program, spoke Nov. 30 at 
the Montreal Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MACM) as 
part of the Faculty of Fine Art’s 
lecture series, The Defiant 
Imagination. 

As the founder of A-Lab, a 
robotic arts laboratory, Vorn 
explores the possibilities of 
endowing structures of metal 
with capabilities of personal 
awareness. 

He is a working member of the 
Hexagram Institute, a media arts 
and technology group run jointly 
by researchers from Concordia 
and UQAM. 

Vorn’s lecture was arranged 
around his “robography,’ a 
chronological presentation of his 
various robotic projects 
spanning 1992 to the present. His 
explanations of the projects were 
accompanied by videos of the 
installations in action. 

These included Espace 
Vectoriel (1993), an arrangement 


of eight sound and light cannons 
that reacted to the presence of 
spectators, swivelling on their 
bases, rising, falling and firing 
rhythms of bright, loud blasts. 


“There are people 
who are really 
irritated by the 
work... 


La cour des miracles (1997) is 
what Vorn calls a “freak show” of 
dysfunctional, deranged robots. 
Among them are “the heretic 
machine” and “the limping 
machine,” metallic structures 
that depict suffering through 
movement and sound. These 
creations rely on the human 
tendency of anthropomorphism, 
or ascribing human meaning 
where it doesn't exist. 

But this projection of human 
emotion on unfeeling displays of 
metal, light and sound is 
variable, he said. When someone 
in the audience commented on 
the sinister and tortured 
aesthetic of his works, Vorn 
responded that not everyone 
sees it that way. 

“There are children who laugh 
as if it was a scene from 





Disneyland; there are people who 
are really irritated by the work, 
and there are those who begin to 
cry, he said. 

The programming of Vorn’s 
robots makes use of computer 
software that he continues to 
develop as part of his research. 

Many of his projects are made 
in collaboration with other 
artists, notably Louis-Philippe 
Demers. Together they created Le 
Procés (1999), a robotic per- 
formance created for Zulu Time, 
a play by Quebec stage and 
cinema director Robert Lepage. 


... and there are 
those who begin 
to cry” 


The 15 works of Vorn’s 
robography have been exhibited 
throughout Europe, Asia, North 
and South America and have 
won numerous prizes and 
honours. 

With each successive work he 
furthers the possibilities of 
artistic creation with artificial 
life. 

“The conclusion is that there 
really isn’t a conclusion,’ he said 


The Prehysterical Machine is one of several robots Bill Vorn has built to 
explore human emotion through machine, light and sound. 


in closing his lecture. The field is 

wide open for exploration. 
Rotoscopic Machines (2005), 

among Vorn’s latest projects, is 


currently at the Montreal Science 
Centre until March 2006 as part 
of the X-treme Rotation 
exhibition. 


More student awards available than ever before 





Concordia’s enrolment is steadily growing. Fortunately, so are the number and range of the 


university's scholarships and bursaries. 


This year, more than 1,070 undergraduate students will receive scholarships and 


bursaries valued at more than $1.3 million. 


At the Undergraduate Scholarships and Awards Breakfast, held Nov. 15 at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel, 23 new awards were introduced, bringing the number offered annually to 


to 185. 


Above is Angela Di Stasi (right), winner of the Theresa Humes Award for Women’s Hockey, 


with Theresa Humes. 





The Graduate Awards and Teaching Assistantships Induction Ceremony and Breakfast was 


held Dec. 2 at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel. It honoured about 500 graduate students who 


at more than $1.77 million. 


received fellowships, scholarships, bursaries, awards and teaching assistantships valued 


The Dominic D’Alessandro Fellowship was one of 18 new awards. It was created through 
the proceeds of the 2004 Loyola Club Medal Dinner, the generous support of Mr. 


D’Alessandro, committed Concordia alumni and numerous friends. 


Pictured above is David Guenette, recipient of the Lord Shaughnessy MBA Fellowship in 


Investment Management, with Lord Shaughnessy’s daughter, Brigid Shaughnessy. 
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Picturing the secret world of girls 


KAREN HERLAND 


Annette Funicello once 
exemplified what Disney’s 
Mouseketeers became when they 
grew up. Now that role belongs to 
Britney Spears and Christina 


Aguilera. 
The changing image of 
girlhood and what its 


representations tell us about our 
expectations of young women 
was the premise of a symposium 


chaired by Loren Lerner, chair of 
Concordias Art History 
Department, at the McCord 
Museum of Canadian History on 
Dec. 1. 

The symposium was held in 
conjunction with the exhibition 
Picturing Her: Images of Girlhood, 
for which Lerner, as guest 
curator, assembled over 100 
images and artifacts representing 
young women from 1860 to the 
present. 





This image from the Anne Savage collection of Concordia's archives is in 
the Picturing Her exhibit. Art Education professor Leah Sherman 
discussed Savage's teaching practice and the student work she saved 
(this project dates from 1920) at a Dec. 1 symposium in conjunction with 
the exhibit. 


Many of the images came from 
the McCord’s collection and 
Concordia’s archives. Several of 
the more recent images were 
produced by Concordia faculty 
and alumni. 

At the vernissage President 
Claude Lajeunesse remarked on 
how the event “celebrates the link 
between the academy and the art 
world, and demonstrates that 
Concordia wants to be part of the 
community around it” 

The symposium packed the 
McCord’s J. Armand Bombardier 
Theatre. 

Kristina Huneault, research 
chair in Art History, considered 
idealized Victorian paintings “in 
which mothers are completely 
united with their children as the 
sole occupants of otherwise 
empty space.” 

Huneault’s skepticism about 
these images was mediated by 
her own impending motherhood. 
She half-feared that she would 
discover “the Victorians were 
right on family values.” Instead, 
she demonstrated a more 
nuanced depiction of 
motherhood in the works she 
discussed. 

Loren Lerner discussed the 
role of daughters within families 
through allegorical images of 
Canadian identity. 

She considered the work of 





Gustave Hahn, who planned a 
mural to decorate the parliament 
buildings at the turn of the 
century. In it, Mother Canada was 
surrounded by her nine devoted 
daughters, each one representing 
a province. 

Lerner argued that even a 
century ago, the allegorical 
depiction of such uncomplicated 
familial devotion had already 
grown out of favour, and the 
project was never approved. 

Annemarie Adams, of McGill's 
architectural school, considered 
how buildings constructed a 
century ago for women and girls 
(like schools, residences or 
convents) reflected ideas about 
the “separate yet connected” 
space young women occupied in 
society. 

Women’s buildings featured a 
strong link to nature, a place 
marginal to the main buildings 
and a designation of space that 
programmed the actions of those 
who occupied it, instead of 
allowing for flexible, or multi-use 
occupations. 

Take, for example, Concordia’s 
Grey Nuns building on René 
Lévesque Blvd. A century ago, 
more than 1,000 nuns, 
convalescents, girls and infants 
occupied the convent, which was 
set apart from nearby buildings 


by a large garden. 


Art History assistant professor 
Martha Langford combed a 
photo album belonging to a 
young woman in pre-World War 
II Montreal for clues to the 
woman's life, relationships and 
circumstances, 

Using the reactions of five 
other women to the album, 
Langford spoke of how the album 
conveyed memory and identity. 
Ultimately, she wondered at “how 
little of a life can be shown’ 

Anne Higonnet, an art history 
professor at Barnard College, 
Columbia University, addressed 
the image of childhood in her 
keynote address. 

She juxtaposed the traditional 
notion of childhood as “romantic 
innocence” with more 
contemporary images of what 
she called “knowing childhood” 

Higonnet said images 
produced since 1995 self- 
consciously deploy signs of 
childhood, like toys or school 
uniforms, in a staged, artful, even 
artificial, way. 

“If romantic innocence 
represents the snapshot, knowing 
childhood suggests reflection and 
reconstruction” : 

Higonnet pointed out that in 
many ways, innocence is the 
exact opposite of art — or as 
Britney herself sang, “I’m not that 
innocent. 





Daniel Cross and a “big, goofy Greek Elvis” in China 


ALLISON MARTENS 





It’s not every day you meet a 
Greek-Canadian troubadour 
who speaks fluent Mandarin. 
While working in China, 
Concordia professor and 
filmmaker Daniel Cross had a 
serendipitous encounter with 
one. 

The result is his latest 
documentary, Chairman George. 

For eight months of the year, 
George Sapounidis is a federal 
government statistician who 
lives with his parents in Ottawa. 

The other four, he travels 
throughout China performing 
traditional Greek and Chinese 
songs in Mandarin, which he 
started to learn while dating a 
Chinese woman. 

Cross and Sapounidis met in a 
restaurant. Cross saw a 
Canadian flag on George's guitar 
case, heard him speak Mandarin, 
and asked him to help him order 
his food. George happily obliged, 


then took out his guitar and 
burst into song. 

“When he started singing, 
everyone stood up, everyone 
came out of the kitchen, off of 
the street, away from their 
tables, and circled around him? 
Cross said. That was the 
moment he knew he had to 
travel with George. 

“It was like an Elvis concert, 
where the women are making 
googly eyes at him, swaying 
around, wanting to touch him. 
That is what it was like with 
George, like being with Elvis: A 
big goofy Greek Elvis, but Elvis 
nonetheless.” 

Cross found the hook for his 
documentary when George 
found the perfect opportunity to 
honour the two cultures he 
bridges with his music: the 
closing ceremonies at the 2004 
Athens Olympics, where the 
torch would be handed to 
Beijing. 

Chairman George closed the 


Rencontres internationales du 


‘documentaire de Montréal film 


festival, where Cross said the 
audience went wild for it: “At 
the end they were screaming 
and cheering and whistling. It 
was like a party: 

Cross and his colleagues at 
his production company, 
EyeSteel-Film, are now 
shopping it to film festivals 
worldwide. Cross flew back to 
China last week to screen it the 
city of Guangzhou’s first-ever 
documentary film festival on 
Dec. 8. { 

Known for his documentaries 


- about life on Montreal’s streets, 


such as Squeegee Punks In 
Traffic (S.P.I.T.), released in 
2001, and The Street (1996), 
Cross said some people - 
including himself - started to 
wonder if he had sold out. 
“They were expecting some 
serious street film about saving 
the world, so sometimes I 
would feel a bit self-conscious, 


on his travels through China. 


but I don’t consider myself a 
homogenous filmmaker. Cross 
has also made documentaries 
about African-American hockey 
players, Inuit teens and a Jewish 


Elvis impersonator called 
Shmelvis. 
In fact, Cross remains 


connected to Montreal's street 
community. He is the driving 
force behind Homeless Nation, 
an online project that allows 
homeless people to post a 


Professor-filmmaker Daniel Cross follows his subject, George Sapounidis, 





profile and video clip on the 
Internet to keep in touch. 

Cross has two other projects 
in the works with a Chinese 
connection. He met George 
while filming Bone with the 
Beijing Modern Dance 






the Yangtse, about the im 

tourism and the Three @ 
hydroelectric dam on 
world’s third-longest river. 
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Gotlieb, Mulroney urge young graduates 
to get involved in public service 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Gotlieb soberly told the 
graduating students, “I have seen 
the traditional order . . . with its 
great power politics and 


proliferating ethnic states, 





demolished by the greatest 
destructive force in the history of 
the world, nationalism? 

He continued, “We are now in 
an uncharted phase of world 
history. The balance of power is 
meaningless as a way to 


Michael Spencer waves after signing the oath of office with the help of 


Chancellor Eric Molson. 
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maintain international peace. 
Domestic jurisdiction is no 
defence against genocide and 
human rights violations. The 
boundaries of states, through 
globalization, have become so 
porous as to be often invisible. 
“International organizations 
command no military power and 
are often contaminated by non- 
elected governments that have 
no legitimacy. And a new set of 
actors, private actors, have 


entered the world scene 
committed to violence and terror 
to achieve their goals’ 


“I have seen the 
traditional order 
demolished by 
nationalism” 
Allan Gotlieb 
He urged graduates to go, like 


him, into the public service, or 
at least try to make the world a 


better place. 

Film bureaucrat Michael 
Spencer was introduced by Dean 
of Fine Arts Catherine Wild, who 
quoted actor Donald Sutherland 
on Spencer's crucial influence on 
Canadian filmmaking during the 
1960s and ’70s. : 

Spencer was given $10 million 
to manage in 1967 when the 
Canadian Film Development 
Corporation was established. 


_Now the CFDC is called Telefilm 


Canada, and domestic film and 
television are a $3-billion business 
employing tens of thousands of 
Canadians. 

In his address, he paid tribute 
to Concordia’s Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema, whose roots 
lie in a course in the early 1970s 
at Sir George Williams 
University and in_ the 
inspirational work of Loyola 
College film studies professor 
Marc Gervais. 

Spencer said the School of 
Cinema now gets 1,100 
applications a year, many of 





Allan Gotlieb has taught at 
Harvard and Oxford. 


them from outside Quebec, and 
he often meets successful 
Concordia film graduates. He 
also said he was touched just to 
attend the ceremony. 

“I have a BA in Law from 
Oxford University, but mine was 
a war degree. I have never until 
now had the pleasure of being 
present at a convocation to 
receive a degree in person” 


Loyola International College's first graduate wins award 


ALLISON MARTENS 


Four years after its inception, 
the Loyola International College 
has graduated its first student. 

Evan Perigoe had _ the 
distinction of being its first 
graduate to ever walk the stage 
during fall convocation at Place 
des Arts on Dec. 5. He received 
his bachelor’s degree with a 
double major in History and 
Creative Writing. 

Perigoe said he benefited from 
the intimate learning atmo- 
sphere at the College. 

Now in his first year of law 
school at McGill, he said he got 


there largely thanks to the 
relationships he forged at his 
alma mater. 

“Three professors who had 
come to know me very well 
wrote my letters of reference. 
The International College wasn't 
just a learning experience for 
me: It got me where I am now.’ 

Established in 2001, the 
Loyola International College 
fosters understanding about 
issues of global concern, and 
seeks to empower students with 
the knowledge and leadership 
skills that will ensure their 
success in an increasingly 
internationalized and borderless 
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global culture. It now has an 
enrolment of about 50 students. 

For Perigoe, it’s one of two 
firsts: He was also the first-ever 
recipient of the Nicolas 
Diniacopoulos BBC Under- 
graduate Scholarship, which he 
won last year. 

The $2,000 prize is awarded 
to a student in the humanities 
or social sciences who proposes 
a research project that depends 
upon extensive use of the 
Diniacopoulos-BBC World News 
Collection, which have been 
preserved at the Concordia 
Centre for Broadcast Studies. 

It honours the memory of a 


former Communication Studies 
professor who passed away in 
1977. Denis Diniacopoulos, who 
was a BBC World News 
enthusiast, taped daily radio 
broadcasts totaling more than 
8,000 hours between 1969 and 
1986. 

For his History honours 
thesis, Perigoe analyzed the 
1970 October Crisis through the 
lens of the BBC archives, using 
CBC radio archives in Toronto 
for comparison. 

The crisis was sparked when 
two public figures — one of them 
British — were kidnapped by the 
Front de libération du Québec. 





“The BBC definitely focused on 
the life of the British consular 
official ... but they also stepped 
back and looked at it from a 
broader perspective,” Perigoe 
said. 

“They took a tougher stand 
against what was happening, 
unlike the CBC, who didn’t want 
to act like there was a big rift in 
Canadian society” 

One might suspect his 
interest in journalism and its 
relationship to historical events 
runs in the family. Evan's father, 
Ross Perigoe, is a professor in 
Concordia’s Journalism Depart- 
ment. 





Vasilisa Shramchenko wins Governor General’s graduate gold medal 


At the morning convocation 
ceremony for the Faculty of Arts 
and Science, Vasilisa Shram- 
chenko was presented with the 
Governor-General’s Gold Medal 
for being top graduate student. 
Shramchenko, who is 
originally from St. Petersburg, 
Russia, completed her PhD in 


physical mathematics at 
Concordia last spring. She has 
since moved to Europe to 
embark on not one but two 
postdoctoral projects there. 
Shramchenko will spend one 
year at the Max Planck Institute 
for Mathematics in Bonn, 
Germany, and three years at 


Oxford. She returned to 
Montreal to attend the ceremony. 

She remembers her time at 
Concordia fondly. “The math 
department was my second 
home. It was actually at 
Concordia that I realized what it 
means to do research and what 
fun it can be” 


Concordia’s Thursday Report 
published an article about her 
outstanding academic work in 
the issue of May 15, 2005, under 
the title, “For Vasilisa 
Shramchenko, mathematics is an 
art form.” You can read it at 
http://ctr.concordia.ca/2004- 
05/may_05/15/index.shtml. 
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IN BRIEF 


Expansion of Canadian Irish Studies 
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President Claude Lajeunesse shakes hands with Brian O'Neill Gallery 
(right), chair of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation while Michael 
Kenneally (left), Director of the Centre, and David Graham, Dean of Arts 


and Science, look on. 


The Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation has _ virtually 
doubled its financial support to 
Concordia. 

Michael Kenneally, head of 
the Canadian Irish Studies 
Centre, says the extra courses 
and new professors made 
possible by the increase affirm 
Concordia as the preeminent 
centre in Canada for the study 
of modern Ireland and Irish- 
Canadian history. 

Brian O'Neill Gallery, chair of 
the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation, announced the 


Who deserves 


Nominations are being sought 
for the Loyola Medal, given 
every two years since 1963 to 
someone who embodies the 
ideals of Loyola College, and has 
made a lasting contribution to 
Canada. 

The Loyola Medal is the most 
significant honour after 
convocation awards and 


increased funding in a letter to 
President Claude Lajeunesse in 
which he paid tribute to all the 
generous donors who made the 
increased contribution pos- 
sible. 

Contributions by the 
foundation comprise $75,000 
for programs, $12,500 for the 
annual O’Brien Visiting Scholar, 
$17,750 for 19 scholarships, 
$25,000 for four new courses 
and $100,000 for two new 
professors. The university also 
funds these academic activities, 
except for the scholarships. 


Loyola Medal? 


honorary degrees. Previous 
recipients include Georges P. 
Vanier, Thérése Casgrain, Jean 
Béliveau and Oscar Peterson. 

Forms are available from Ann 
M. Bennett, Office of the 
President, AD-224, Loyola 
Campus, and nominations 
should be submitted to her by 
Jan. 13, 2006. 


Sam Shepard gets stage treatment 


Motel Chronicles, by Sam 
Shepard, is the next production 
by theatre students. The 
production, directed by Paula de 
Vasconcelos, opens Dec. 8 and 
runs until Dec. 11 at the D.B. 
Clarke Theatre. 

Shepard won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1978 for his play Buried Child. 
He has written many film scripts, 
including The Right Stuff; and has 
appeared in films as an actor. 

A product of the 1960s 
counterculture, Shepard com- 
bines wild humour with the 
sparse, haunting language 


evocative of Western movies. His 
works often concern loners and 
troubled families. 

Motel Chronicles is the name of 
a book of stories, meditations 
and reminiscences he wrote in 
1982. The director says this 
production is an interpretation 
of Shepard's world, and “focuses 
on the recurring theme of 
individual isolation in contrast 
with the magnitude of the great 
American landscape. ” 

Tickets for the production are 
a bargain. For specific times and 
prices, please consult What's On. 





Energized by climate change 


ALLISON MARTENS 


The United Nations Conference 
on Climate Change wraps up 
Dec. 9. Since it was held in 
Montreal, some Concordians 
seized the opportunity to 
promote awareness about global 
warming and energy efficiency. 
The Solar Decathlon team 
provided guided tours of their 
self-sustaining solar house, 
which produces the energy it 
requires for heating and 


electricity. Dozens of delegates | 


have jumped a shuttle bus from 
downtown to the Loyola 
Campus to get a closer look at 
the Northern Light. 

Blossom Stephens, the team’s 
spokesperson, said the tours 
gave people ideas on how to 
apply energy efficiency meaures 
in their own homes. “Parti- 
cipants were encouraging others 
to go” 

Meanwhile, journalism stud- 
ents have been producing an 
online newsletter under the 
aegis of Equiterre, an 
environmental group 
responsible for coordinating all 
the other NGOs at the 
conference. 

Sustainable Concordia co- 
sponsored a panel on climate 
change on Dec. 1. Sustainability 
Coordinator Melissa Garcia- 
Lamarca said Concordia is the 


most energy-efficient of the six 
largest universities in the 
province. 

Many departments are 
replacing incandescent bulbs 
with more efficient compact 
fluorescent bulbs. Ventilation 
systems are shut off when some 
buildings are not in use, such as 
on the weekend or when the 
university is closed. The university 
has also installed more efficient 
boilers. 

Garcia-Lamarca said there are 
several areas in which she is 
looking to squeeze consumption 
even more. “The main emissions 
at Concordia are from heating 
and electricity used in our 
buildings and greenhouse gases 
produced by wastes that go to 
landfill” 

In the energy-hungry age of the 
of the SUV, people don’t realize 
how easy it is to reduce their 
energy consumption and lower 
the impact on the environment, 
as well as their hydro bills, by 
adopting a few simple habits. 

It can be as simple as buying 
bright, juicy tomatoes fresh from 
a local market instead of at a 
grocery chain. 

“The average tomato travels 
over 2,000 kilometres before it 
reaches your plate,” Garcia- 
Lamarca said. 

“If you buy local, you're 
reducing the amount of energy 


used to transport your food, and 
supporting your local economy 
and farmers, which is just as 
important’ 





Cameras go green for docfest 


IRENE CASELLI 





Caméra verte, a film com- 
petition held parallel to the UN 
conference on climate change, 
got about 130 submissions 
filmed in locations as far away 
as Japan and South America. 
The best films received prizes 
last week and will be shown in a 
mini festival Dec. 8 at the NFB 
cinema. 

Professionals and amateurs 
used diverse filming techniques, 
from the turn-of-the-20th- 
century silent movie to 30- 
second commercials, including 
animation, art videos and in- 
depth documentaries. 

Some films recorded the 
effects of global warming on 
specific environments, such as 
rivers in Quebec (Canicules sous 
les eaux) and glaciers in 
Patagonia (Patagonia Climate 
Impact). 

Others focused on personal 
and collective responses to 


environmental threats. They 
urged citizens to abandon their 
gas-guzzling SUVs (Le Camion), 
to buy local produce 
(Exhausted) and use green 
technology, from recycling to 
clean energy, as shown at the 
2005 Expo in Aichi, Japan 
(Repercussions). 

Parodies of Superman riding 
bikes (Be a Hero, Ride a Bike) 
and animations of little girls 
explaining the risks of global 
warning (A céz) delivered their 
message with a lighter touch. 

For Caméra verte’s Patrick 
Bonin, the fervent participation 
was due to the interest in 
environmental issues. 

“The population is sensitive to 
the question of climate change. 
People are concerned and 
openly express it; he said. 

The Mel Hoppenheim School 
of Cinema was one of the 
sponsors of the event, organized 
by the Québec-vert-Kyoto 
Coalition of environmental 


groups and Nature Québec/ 
UQCN. 

Marielle Nitoslawska, a film 
teacher, said the school of 
cinema decided to contribute to 
the competition despite its 
limited resources. 

“We feel strongly about this 
event. We like to have a strong 
presence in the community,’ she 
said. 

At last week’s ceremony, 
Nitoslawska handed out an 
award named after the school to 
Citoyens Inc., which won the 
prize as best art video film. 

The best work submitted to 
Caméra verte will be screened 
again Thursday Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. 
at the theatre of the National 
Film Board of Canada (1564 St. 
Denis St.). 

Admission is free of charge. 
The screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion on cinema 
and environmental issues with 
filmmakers and_ environ- 
mentalists. 


KAREN HERLAND 


“This book has been a true labour 
of love,” said Daniel Salée, 
principal of the School of 
Community and Public Affairs. He 
was talking about Reclaiming 
Democracy: The Social Justice and 
Political Economy of Gregory 
Baum and Kari Polanyi Levitt. 

The volume, edited by SCPA 
professor Marguerite Mendell, 
honours two scholars who “not 
only crossed _ disciplinary 
boundaries, but have stepped 
outside of the university to 
influence public debate,” 
according to her introduction. 

Mendell said at the launch on 
Nov. 28, “They are both two 
special friends. Kari I've known all 
my life, and Gregory even longer” 

The project grew out of a 
conference Mendell organized in 
1998 to mark Baum’s and Levitt’s 
75th birthdays. Several 
academics were invited to 
discuss how the two theorists 
had influenced their own work. 
Their papers were combined in 
Reclaiming Democracy. 

Mendell is the first to 


acknowledge that superficially, 
the two would seem to have little 
in common. However, both cross 
disciplinary boundaries and 
consider social justice a central 
principle. 

Levitt, a professor emeritus of 
economics at McGill, is a political 
economist. Her book Silent 
Surrender was recently listed 
among the Literary Review of 
Canada’s 100 Best Canadian 
Books more than three decades 
after its first publication. Baum is 
a theologian who has analyzed 
Christian social movements and is 
a world-renowned social theorist. 

Baum and Levitt were born the 
same year in Germany and 
Austria respectively and settled in 
Montreal, meeting only in the 
1980s. At the launch, Mendell 
traced their careers as one of 
intersections with shared friends 
and colleagues. They were both 
involved in the Karl Polanyi 
Institute of Political Economy, 
which she directs. 

In her introduction, Mendell 
wrote about their critical 
approach to powerful institu- 
tions: Baum’s criticism of the 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | December 8, 2005 


Social justice central to scholars’ work 





the launch of Reclaiming Democracy, on Nov. 28. Marguerite Mendell referred to this trio and Kari Polanyi Levitt 
who is honoured in the book along with Baum, as “four Olympic minds.” 


Catholic church, and Levitt’s 
criticism of the impact of 
prevailing economic policies on 
developing countries. 

Both theorists were at the 
launch. Baum said their co- 
existence in a single volume 
reflects the link between religious 
and economic theory exemplified 
by Max Weber’s work. That link 
persists today in the way the 
American government attempts 


to export its values and beliefs in 
the name of globalization. 

Levitt acknowledged the 
solidarity the book represented 
during a lifetime in which she 
often felt marginalized as an 
immigrant and for her critical 
views of international economic 
policy decisions. 

She remarked on _ this 
“betweenity; a concept explored 
in her chapter of the volume. 


The legacy of Baum and Levitt 
is evident throughout the book, 
but it was their application of 
theory to material conditions 
that led to the title of the 
collection. 

“Reclaiming Democracy 
could not be a more timely 
notion. Both Gregory and Kari 
are guiding us theoretically, 
ethically and strategically in 
this pursuit; Mendell said. 





Shopping affected by attitude to Christmas 


KEITH RANDALL 


Love of Christmas can be 
measured. That's the conclusion 
of a study by Assistant Professor 
of Marketing Bianca Grohmann. 
It’s one of several studies she’s 
doing on consumer behaviour 
via a $5,000 Distinguished Junior 
Researcher Award from the John 
Molson School of Business. Her 


T? 


research involves hundreds of 
Concordia students and faculty, 
and it has implications for both 
profit-hungry merchants and 
harried shoppers. 

“Consumers’ enjoyment of 
Christmas is influenced by 
religious beliefs and their level of 
materialism, and it’s absolutely 
driven by age,” she said. “But 
there's also a social component 


independent of the religious 
meaning of holidays. There are 
people who, despite religious 
beliefs, don’t participate because 
they’re very skeptical of the 
marketing of holidays.’ 
Grohmann got her first degree 
in her native Munich, and came 
to North America hoping to 
work in the hotel industry. 
Instead, through graduate 
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Marketing professor Bianca Grohmann studies what will put you in the mood for shopping. 


studies at Washington State 
University, she became 
fascinated with consumer 
behaviour. She came _ to 
Concordia in 2002. 

“My research has two goals: 
for marketers to find out what's 
really appealing to consumers, 
and to find out what makes 
consumers skeptical.” 

Her study, “I Love Christmas,’ 
found that consumers who 
enjoy Christmas are more likely 
to enjoy store decoration in 
traditional green and red, 
Christmas background music, 
and ambient scents of pine, 
apple cider and vanilla. 

Others, react more negatively 
to such stimuli and have a less 
favorable attitude toward gift 
shopping. Marketers and 
retailers in particular are 
advised to tone down their use 
of Christmas-themed promo- 
tions if their target market does 
not enjoy Christmas. 

Grohmann’s studies offer 
some useful pointers for the 
shop-till-you-drop set. 

“Research shows that a 
combination of music and scent 
in the retail environment can be 


very persuasive. People spend 
more time in the stores, and 
spend more money.’ 

The paranoid, though, can put 
away fears of mind control by 
storeowners. 

“Strictly academic research 
has shown that subliminal 
messages do not work. For 
example, those tapes that 
supposedly have subliminal 
messages that help you lose 
weight or quit smoking really 
don’t work. What works are 
consumers’ expectations of what 
those tapes are doing for them’ 

Grohmann considers herself 
to be on the consumers’ side, 
cautioning marketers against 
rising consumer skepticism. 

“In the long run, trying to take 
advantage of consumers is not 
going to work. Retailers can only 
survive for long if consumers 
come back, if they remain loyal. 
And one aspect of loyalty is trust” 

Her findings open new research 
avenues into holiday-related 
consumption behaviours, such as 
the role of religious, cultural and 
social influences. In the 
meantime, happy shopping to all 
who enjoy the season. 
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Centraide campaign in home stretch 


ALLISON MARTENS 


As the Dec. 16 deadline looms 
ever closer, members of 
Concordia’s Centraide commit- 
tee hope you will put donating 
to this year’s campaign at the 
top of your holiday to-do list. 
Since it kicked off on Oct. 4, 
the campaign has raised more 
than $88,000 through payroll 
deduction toward its goal of 
$194,000. Centraide committee 
co-chair Kathleen Perry remains 
confident that the committee 
will be able to meet at least 65% 





of its overall objective through 
payroll deduction and is actively 
seeking new donors.. 

“It always takes the last two 
weeks of a campaign to push it 
forward. The community has 
been extremely generous but to 
meet our goal we've got to ask 
them for more,’ she said. 

A concert by Concordia Music 
professor and jazz sensation Jeri 
Brown raised more than $3,200 
for the campaign. On Nov. 25, 
more than 300 music lovers 
packed into the Oscar Peterson 
Concert Hall to hear her tribute 





to the legendary Nina Simone. 

The two Days of Caring early 
last month were such a success 
that co-chairs Perry and Miriam 
Posner organized another on 
Nov. 29. 

This time, the Office of the 
Vice-President Services gen- 
erously donated two iPod Nanos 
that were raffled off and won by 
Chris Alleyne (Marketing 
Communications) and Judy 
Robinson (Purchasing Services). 

Next on the events calendar is 
the Concordia Cares Raffle 
which takes place in the Library 


Building atrium on Dec. 16 at 
1:30 p.m. Prizes include a 42- 
inch plasma TV, a mountain 
bike and MP3 players. 

Tickets are two dollars each or 
three for five dollars. You can get 
them at either of the Computer 
stores, for other locations visit 
http://centraide.concordia.ca. 

You can also download pledge 
forms at that address to make a 
payroll donation. 

Perry enjoins all members of 
the Concordia Community to 
act quickly, and notes that for 
those already on the payroll 





Deck the halls and other ways 
to contribute to a good cause 


ALLISON MARTENS 


Bah, humbug! you say? You can 
help banish your inner miser by 
giving a little - or a lot - to 
several campus initiatives 
spreading holiday cheer to those 
less fortunate. 

On Dec. 8, Concordia Libraries 
will hold its 16th Annual 
Auction from noon to 2 p.m. in 
the DeSéve Cinema. Since its 
inception, the auction has raised 
more than $40,000 for charitable 
organizations. To view the 
auction catalogue and pictures 
from last year’s event, visit 
http://alcor.concordia.ca/~xmas/ 
auction/ 

The Annual Concordia Food 


Drive is going full-steam until 
Dec. 16, and will benefit Chez 
Doris and St. Michael’s Mission. 
Donations of non-perishable 
food can be dropped off at the 
Hall Building information desk 
as well as in LB 185 and GM 201 
on the Sir George Campus, and 
at PY 146 and FP 244 at Loyola. 

To help top up its Student 
Emergency Food Fund, the 
Multi-Faith Chaplaincy is 
decorating a holiday tree in the 
atrium of the library building. 
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. until Dec. 
14, you can tie a ribbon on the 
tree to show your support for 
hungry students. 

Also benefiting the Emergency 
Food Fund is the Guess How 


Many Jellybeans contest, 
sponsored by Concordia 
Information Services. Drop by 
the information desk in the Hall 
Building, check out the jar and 
for a buck, record your guess. 
Whoever comes closest takes 
home the jar. 

Finally, choir music aficio-nados 
can get their gospel fix and 
support a good cause by checking 
out the Imani Family and Full 
Gospel Church's An Imani Gospel 
Christmas at the Oscar Peterson 
Hall on Dec. 18 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets cost $10, and 
proceeds go to the Imani Music 
Ministry and Christmas baskets 
for needy families. For more 
information, call 608-7108. 





deduction plan, the form is still 
required to renew their 
commitment. 

“If the form is still tucked 
away in a drawer or on your 
desk, now is the time to find it, 
fill it out and get it in? she said. 

Centraide of Greater Montreal 
helps more than 340 social 
organizations to help others. 
With 88 cents of every dollar 
going directly toward these 
agencies, it’s a meaningful way 
to ensure you will make 
someone's day brighter on Dec. 
25 and throughout the new year. 


Giovanni Serino brightens the tree and someone's day. 





New students can Start Right with strategies for university life 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Whether it’s for the first or the 
umpteenth time, starting at a 
new school can be downright 
intimidating. 

The New Student Program 
aims to empower the hundreds 
of new Concordians who will 
arrive on campus next month. 

“A lot of new students are 
under the misguided impression 
that university will be like their 
experience in high school or 
CEGEP” said Program Coordi- 
nator Marlene Gross. 

In addition to presenting a 
greater challenge academically, 
Gross said university-level 
studies demand that students be 
more independent and polish 
their time-management skills. 

During the program’s Start 


Right Orientation on Dec. 14 and 
15, new students can learn about 
everything from note-taking and 
study strategies to how to plot a 
career path. 

All first-year students can get a 
Student Success Checkup by 
writing a diagnostic test that 
takes only 30 minutes. Gross said 
more than 1,000 students did so 
last fall. 

“It’s not an aptitude test. It 
evaluates things like their 
experience, confidence, attitudes 
and motivations, and will help 
them to identify areas where 
they could use some assistance” 

At a subsequent Getting to 
Know U Orientation session, 
students meet with a counsellor 
who helps them interpret the 
results and suggests a course of 
action. A Student Success (peer) 


Mentor answers questions about 
Concordia and connects them 
with relevant services. 

Stefana Nita, a student in 
political science and the Loyola 
International College, became a 
mentor to be able to help others 
as she was helped last year. 


“It’s naive to think 
all you have to do is 
be a good student” 


“One thing I learned about at 
Start Right was how to avoid 
plagiarism. I also received 
assistance with my writing, 
which proved to be very useful” 

Gross said students often 
underestimate the influence that 


other factors, such as financial, 
family or health issues, can have 
on academic success. 

“It’s not just all about learning. 
There are so many other things 
that can affect your studies. It’s 
naive to think all you have to do 
is be a good student. Even good 
students can fail if something 
gets in the way” 

Many of the workshops offered 
in January as part of the First 
Year Experience Seminar Series, 
such as Budgeting 101 and 
Getting Involved in University 
Life, are aimed at helping 
students maintain a healthy 
balance at the bank and beyond. 

While some are specifically for 
first-year students, other 
workshops offered by 
Counselling and Development 
are suitable for all students. Its 


orientation programs are as 
popular with mature students as 
they are with CEGEP grads, 
Gross said. 

For students who come from 
afar and may not know anyone in 
Montreal, Gross said the 
programs present an opportunity 
to meet new acquaintances or 
study partners. 

“They often meet students 
who study in the same faculty, 
and at the end, you see them 
exchanging email addresses and 
phone numbers to keep in 
touch’ 

The New Student Program 
offers services at AD 103 at 
Loyola or in H-481 at the Sir 
George Williams Campus. For 
more information, call 848-2424, 
ext. 4330, or visit: 
http://newstudent.concordia.ca. 
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FINE ARTS 


VAV Gallery 
Student-run gallery in the Visual Arts Building, 1395 
René-Lévesque W. Blvd. http://www.vavgallery.com 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. LB-165. 
Free admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 


4750. Http://ellengallery.concordia.ca 


+ IGNITION 

Until Jan. 7. Annual exhibition by advanced Masters 
students from Concordia’s Studio Arts program. This 
second edition features work by six artists whose 
practices include photography, video, film, sculpture 
and installation in an in-depth exploration of the 
formal and conceptual language of their materials. 


Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery 
The Faculty of Fine Arts (FOFA) Gallery is located at 
1515 Ste. Catherine West in the York Corridor Vitrines 
of the new EV Complex, and is accessible Monday- 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Free admission. 


+ HALF-SEEN THROUGH INTERLACED BRANCHES 

is an event curated by 15 Concordia Art History 
students. Created in a seminar given by Professor 
Loren Lerner on nationality and identity in Canadian 
art, the exhibition presents works selected from the 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery’s permanent 
collection that explore the complexity of our 
relationship to place. Until Jan. 6. Vernissage on Dec. 
8 from 5-7 p.m. 

D.B. Clarke Theatre 


Located in the the Henry F. Hall Building at the Sir 
George Williams Campus, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
West. 


+ MOTEL CHRONICLES 

The Department of Theatre presents Sam Shepherd's 
Motel Chronicles, directed by Paula de Vasconcelos. 
Dec 8, 9, 10 at 8 p.m. Matinees Dec. 10 and 11 at 
2:30 p.m. Tickets are $10, or $5 for students. For more 
information, call 848-2424 ext. 4525. 


Department of Contemporary 
Dance 

presents an evening of student works and 
performances on Dec. 8, 9 and 10 at 8 p.m. Matinee 
on Dec. 10 at 2:30. At the F.C. Smith Auditorium on the 
Loyola Campus, 7141 Sherbrooke St. West. Tickets at 
the door only, $10 or $5 for students. For more info, 
visit http://dance.concordia.ca ot email 
dance@concordia.ca 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke W. Box office: Monday to 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 4848. 
For full listing of events: http://oscar.concordia.ca 


Concordia Big Band 

Concordia’s Department of Music presents students 
directed by Dave Turner, jazz repertoire. Dec. 8, 8 p.m. 
Tickets at the door only: $5 general admission, free for 
students with ID. 


Classical Performance Seminar 
Concordia University’s Department of Music presents 
graduate students directed by Louise Samson. Works 
for flute, guitar, saxophone and piano. Dec. 9 at 8 
p.m. Tickets at the door only, $5 general admission or 
free for students with ID. 


Graduate Chamber Ensembles 
Students directed by Gregory Chaverdian. Works by 
Bach, Beethoven and Liszt. Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
at the door only, $5 general admission or free for 
students with ID. Presented by Concordia’s 
Department of Music. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


Montreal Memories 

Presentations 

Students of Professor Steven High present their final 
projects for their Oral History class in audio and video 
format. Everyone is welcome, and admission is free of 
charge. Sponsored by Concordia’s Department of 
History. 


+ HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

This oral history presentation, entitled “An Oral 
History of a Community of Faith: Holy Family Parish” 
promises to open your eyes to one of Montreal's most 
diverse Roman Catholic congregations. Dec. 11 at 
1:30 p.m. at Holy Family Church, 7355 Lajeunesse 
(Jean Talon metro). For more information, contact 
Peggy Regan at 485-7377 or gryphon37@sympatico.ca 
+ THE OLD BREWERY MISSION 

Become acquainted with those who stay, volunteer 
and work at Montreal's largest homeless shelter 
during this presentation, “Homelessness and the Old 
Brewery Mission: An Oral History”. Dec. 10, 1 p.m. at 
Concordia University, CL Building, room 233 (1665 Ste. 
Catherine St. W., across from the Faubourg). For more 
information, contact Marie Pelletier at 680-6283 or 


marie pelletier@gmail.com 


Central Advisory Health and 
Safety Committee 

is a parity committee composed of employee 
representatives appointed by their unions or certified 
associations, and student representatives appointed by 
the student associations. CAH&S plays a key role in 
protecting Concordians by looking out for your health 
and safety. Dec. 14, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. in H-769. 
Members of the university community welcome. 


Linguistics Workshop 

The Linguistics Section of the Department of Classics, 
Modern Languages and Linguistics will hold a 
workshop Jan. 4 and 5 in H-767 titled “Mycenaeans 
and Anatolians in the Late Bronze Age: The Ahhiyawa 
Question”. Members of the scholarly community and 
the public are welcome; No registration fee. Visit 
http://modlang-hale.concordia.ca/ahhiyawa.html or 
contact Dr. Annette Teffeteller, on ext. 2304 or at 
teffet@vax2.concordia.ca 


Concordia Toastmaster’s Club 

You can master skills to help you formulate and express 
your ideas, improve your ability to listen and evaluate 
other people's ideas. We can help you get rid of that 
nervousness when you are asked to speak, all done in a 
positive and supportive environment. We meet every 
Monday evening. For more information: 
http://www.angelfire.com/co/TOASTM or contact Susan 
Ehret at 637-0190, susanehret@sympatico.ca 





LECTURES 


Canadian Centre for Architecture 
presents the Sensing the City lecture series, presented 
in collaboration with Concordia University and curated 
by David Howes, director of the Concordia Sensoria 
research team. Lectures are at 7 p.m. at the CCA, 1920 
Rue Baile. Free admission. For more information, visit 
http://www.cca.qc.ca/programs 

+ FESTIVAL DES SENS 

Dec. 8. Sarah Pimpaneau presents “Un festival des 
sens; rituel et tourisme dans une ville japonaise”. She 
has worked on ethnographic collections and 
exhibitions in Europe and Montréal, and is particularly 
interested in how material culture is used to create a 
sense of place. 





UNIVERSITY OF THE 
STREETS CAFE 


Open to everyone, Café sessions take place in both 
English and French. For details and a comprehensive 
listing of events, please go to 
http://univeafe.concordia.ca/html/home/html or 
contact Eric Abitbol at 848-2424 ext. 3967. 


+IMAGINING MONTREAL 

Do we take enough time to enjoy and celebrate life 
together? Have we lost the ritual of celebration, and if 
so, what is taking its place? Dec. 11 from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Monet Bookstore in Galeries Normandy, 2752 de 
Salabery. 

+ TECHNOLOGY, CULTURE AND POWER 

In this conversation, “Digital Citizenry: What are the 
possibilities and limitations of online activism and 
community?” we will explore the willingness of 
community groups to appropriate information and 
communication technologies. Dec. 14, 7-9 p.m. With 
quest Ariane Pelletier of Communautique: 
http://www.communautique.qc.ca. At Café Pharmacie 
Esperanza, 12 St. Viateur West. 





SELF HELP & SUPPORT 


Counselling and Development 
Offers services to both undergraduate and graduate 
students on an individual basis as well as in groups. 
Students will benefit from counselling services, student 
learning services, career services, and those provided 
by the New Student Programme Office and the Student 
Success Centre. Services are provided by professional 
staff and on both campuses. For more info., visit 
http://cdev.concordia.ca 


Employee Assistance Program 

A voluntary, confidential counselling and information 
service available 24/7 to all employees eligible for 
health benefits at Concordia, including their immediate 
families. English Services: 1-800-361-4765. French 
Services: 1-800-387-5676. Visit the EAP web site at: 
http://eap.concordia.ca 

Legal Information Services 

Offers free, confidential, information and assistance to 
all students, faculty and staff at Concordia. Classes or 
working during the day? We're open every Wednesday 
until 8 p.m. For more info., call ext. 4960 or visit 
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/legalinformationser 
vices. Visits by appointment only. 

Student Success Centre 

Can help all Concordia students achieve their goals and 
can provide access to services on both campuses aimed 
at promoting personal and academic success. Come in 
to speak with one of the Student Success mentors or 
sign up for workshops, writing assistance, and more. 
Visit http://studentsuccess.concordia.ca for more info. 
Peer Support Program 

Stressed about assignments? Frantic about finances? 
Emotional worries? The Peer Support Program is open! 
We are students who are here for other students to 
listen, give information and refer! Downtown: Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 5 pm. Annex Z (2090 Mackay), 
Room 05. At Loyola: Tuesdays, 12-4 p.m. in the 
Guadagni Lounge. Drop in and check us out! Or phone 
848-2424 ext. 2859. 

Art Therapy 

For people experiencing depression, anxiety, anger, 
loss, and/or relationship _ difficulties. 
Humanistic/psychodynamic approach. Contact Beverly 
at 989-2270. 

Naturopathy and Reflexology 

With Anna R. Dias, N.D. and CPMDQ member. 
Naturopathic consultations and reflexology. Receipts 
for insurance purposes and gift certificates available. 
For appointment, please call 488-2095 or 823-0093. 
For more information, visit http://www.annadias.com 





MULTI-FAITH 
CHAPLAINCY 


SCHEDULE OF EUCHARISTS (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE 
LOYOLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 11 a.m., Tues., Wed. and 
Fri. at 12:05 p.m. Mon. and Thurs. Communion at 
12:05 p.m. 


Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 

A vegan meal served in a welcoming atmosphere, 
with great community and conversations. Drop by 
between 5 and 7 p.m. in Annex Z, Room 105-106. 
Mother Hubbard asks for a donation of $2 to restock 
her cupboards. For more information or if you would 
like to volunteer, contact Ellie Hummel on ext. 3590 
or at mohubbs@alcor.concordia.ca 





TEACHING SERVICES 


CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services organizes 
a series of workshops for faculty and teaching 
assistants to enhance their teaching skills. For a full list 
of workshops and registration, call ext. 2495 or visit 
http://teaching.concordia.ca/workshops/ 

+ ENHANCING YOUR PRESENTATION SKILLS 

Led by an experienced faculty member with a 
background in theatre, this workshop will provide you 
with a constructive, practical and liberating approach 
to enhancing classroom performance in two 3-hour 
sessions. Facilitated by Kate Bligh. Dec. 9, 9:30 a.m. — 
4 p.m. at Loyola in AD-429. 


Mature Student Mentor Program 
Advice about school, referrals, or a friendly ear. New 
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mature students can meet with a CMS mentor one- 

on-one throughout the year, by appointment or on a 
drop-in basis. Contact Brigeen Badour or Nelly Trakas 
at ext. 3890. 


English Writing Workshop 

conducted by professional instructor with more than 
20 years experience. One on one training to improve 
your grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, etc. 
Learn how to properly compose term papers and 
assignments (thesis, footnotes, bibliography, etc.) 
and receive help editing text. Excellent Rates! Call 
Ron at 369-9135 or email rocketron@videotron.ca 


Experienced Tutor Available 
Effective and affordable tutoring that gets results. 
Courses tutored include all introductory science and 
math courses as well as, organic | & Il, analytical | & Il, 
biophysical and inorganic chemistry, and many others. 
Flexible hours. Email darlook@canada.com 
Math/Physics/Stats tutoring 

McGill math/physics grad and Concordia Masters 
student in Education with over four years of 
experience available to tutor for many courses and 
grade levels, including high school maths and 
sciences; CEGEP and university: linear algebra, calculus 
(1, Il, Wl, advanced), intro stats and prob., intro physics 
and chemistry.Call Cyril Anderson at 321-7528 or 
email cyril_anderson@hotmail.com 

GMAT Preparation Seminars 

Want to pass your GMAT? Prep seminars start soon. For 
info, visit Attp://www.advantagemontrealseminars.com 
Word Processing 

Tape transcription, term papers, manuscripts, CVs. Near 
Atwater and Souvenir. Call Carole at 937-8495. 
Editing, proofreading, tutoring 
and translation 

From French into English by experienced Concordia 
graduate. Available to students in any discipline and 
at any level. Price is negotiable. Call 223-3489 or 
email biancageo@yahoo.com 

Art Lessons 

with international prize-winning artist. Drawing and 
painting. Traditional or contemporary. All levels. 
individual or small group sessions. Portfolio 
development and art consultation. Call (514) 482- 
2564 for more details. 





APARTMENTS 


Furnished Victorian apartment 

to rent downtown. Quiet street, eight minutes walk 
from Sir George campus. Two floor apartment, fully 
equipped with Internet, phone and cable. Two 
bedrooms and a fire place. Cleaning service once a 
week. Ideal for a sabbatical stay in Montreal. 
$1,800/mo.. Available Jan. 1. call 848-2424 ext. 7347 


Furnished room in West End 

Looking for a female non-smoker to share a 
beautifully decorated, bright 4 1/2 apartment. 
Located near all amenities. Within walking distance to 
Loyola, and a bus right outside the door takes you to 
Snowdown metro. Wireless internet, phone, TV, 
VCR/DVD, fridge, stove and all utilities inclusive. 
Washer and dryer located in building. Must love cats. 
For more info, email linda@civil.concordia.ca 


Room for rent 

Bedroom overlooking Parc Jeanne-Mance in spacious, 
shared 4 1/2. $360/mo plus heat & electricity. For more 
information, call 849-6674. 


Sublet in Mile End area 

Available Dec. 28 to March 18. Frequent bus service, 
close to mountain, stores and restaurants. 
Comfortable, attractive 1-bedroom lower duplex. 
Bedroom on lower floor, plus dining room, office and 
living room with fireplace and TV. Everything 
included: laundry area, heat, basic phone service, high 
speed internet. Suitable for one person or couple. 


$1,500/mo. negotiable. Email ns_kaha@yahoo.ca 


7 1/2 in NDG 

Upper floor apartment on Melrose between 
Sherbrooke and de Maisonneuve. Two skylights, high 
ceilings, wood floors, fireplace, large front deck, steel 
back balcony. Washer/dryer outlets, storage in 
basement. $1100/mo. unheated. Call 483-3433. 


Sabbatical Rental 

Avail. Jan 1 to May 15, 2006 (dates somewhat 
flexible). Furnished, quiet, one-bedroom, renovated 
condo with cachet in a 100-year old triplex in 
Outremont/Mile End. Gas stove, large fridge, 
microwave, dishwasher, washer/dryer. Close to all 
amenities and universities. $1,900/mo. (neg.) 
includes heat, hot water, gas, telephone, electricity + 
high speed Internet. Call (514) 273-6842, email 
gregory.caicco@silentpress.org or visit 
http://www.silentpress.org/rental for more info and 
pictures. 

4 1/2 in Plateau/Mile End for rent 
Corner St-Dominique and St-Viateur. Large eat-in 
kitchen with exposed brick, private entrance, 
hardwood floors and lots of light. Close to all 
amenities, the Main, Jean Talon Market and Little 
Italy. 55 and 80 buses only minutes away, Available 
Jan. 1. E-mail steve@xylus.ca for more info, 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Camera for Sale 

Canon Camera 630 E0S. 35mm model with LED display 
screen (metal casing) with Tamron Zoom lens AF (28- 
200 mm)3.5-5.6 F.Lens, has many extra features 
(AF/manual). Includes: instruction manual, padded 
carrying case. Flash not included. $150 negotiable. 
Contact Kathy at 848-2424 ext.7785. 


Car for sale 


2002 Daewoo Nubira. Four-door, like new, with high- 
gloss green acrylic finish. 5 speed, 2.0 L engine, 
39,985 km. Includes both sets of tires (summer, 
winter) and 2x40 watt Sony system. $6750. Call 567- 
5557. 


Student classifieds service 
Buying, selling or looking for a job? Save time, money, 
and help out the environment by reducing paper 
waste, Post your ad in this online forum designed for 
Montreal students in the downtown core. For more 
information, visit http://www.con-ads.com 


For complete listings visit http://cournal.concordia.ca 


And the survey says .4. 
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DAN PLOUFFE 





The Concordia Stingers men’s 
hockey team played its final 
league games of the semester last 
weekend, but the squad will be 
far from inactive over the holiday 
break, with a European tour 
scheduled for Dec. 28 to Jan. 7. 

“It’s going to be a fun trip,” 
Stinger captain Joey D'Amico 
predicts. “It’s going to permit all 
of us to get away, and we're going 
to bond” 

Concordia will play games 
against five professional teams — 
three of them in Germany, one in 
Belgium, and the last in 
Amsterdam, Holland. 

“It’s extremely competitive,” 
said Stingers men’s hockey head 
coach Kevin Figsby. 

This is his second trip over to 
Europe with the team. Concordia 
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Men’s hocke 
bond on their. 


travels to Europe every three 
years, and one of the big benefits 
of the trip is that it allows players 
to get exposure to pro teams 
across the ocean. 

“Over the course of the last six 
years, we've put at least 12 to 14 
players in Europe who graduated 
from Concordia and have gone 
on to play professional hockey, 
Figsby said. “It shows that 
Canadian university hockey isn't 
the end of the line for players 
who have professional 
aspirations.’ 

The European Tour is an idea 
that conference rivals McGill and 
Université du Québec 4 Trois- 
Riviéres have copied in the past 
two years, and has been a 
tradition at Concordia for over a 
decade. 

The team _ raised the 
approximately $40,000 needed 


for the trip through an auction 
for U2 tickets, selling food, beer 
or 50-50 tickets at the football 
games, advertising proceeds, and 
a spaghetti dinner that is in the 
works for mid-December. 


“When a goal was 
scored, the lights 
went off and there 
were fireworks” 


The European Tour is an 
experience the players treasure. 
Figsby said many of the 
participants in previous years 
used camcorders to film the 
atmosphere in the buildings 
during the pre-game warm-up. 

“It’s a great experience for a 
European team to play against 
Canada,’ Figsby said. During the 


Stingers push forward into new year 





onciordhs' Mary date 0/Shen'eod Ucsiars Shauis Ounls, Tas Steopers omen won WHE live 27 cane 45. 
League action resumes against Ottawa on Jan. 14, 2006. They'll host the Theresa Humes Tournament, starting 
Jan. 6. The namesake of this annual tournament, an outstanding player, can be seen on page 5. ; 


team will 
uropean Tour 


last tour, crowds as big as 3,000 
would jam into the rinks for the 
games. When a goal was scored, 
the lights would be turned off and 
there would be fireworks. “It’s 
incredible; Figsby said. 

Only three of the players on this 
year’s team have been to Europe 
before, and those three were all 
with Figsby last time. 

“We've got a couple guys whose 
furthest trip has _ been 
Plattsburgh,” Fisgby joked. He 
hopes to take in the Van Gogh 
museum in Amsterdam. 

D'Amico has been to Europe 
before, and enjoyed the elements 
that distinguish Europe from 
North America. 

“You get to see a different 
mentality, a different way of living 
[and] it’s just fun to be away with 
25 different guys,’ he said. “It’s a 
hell of an experience and I can't 






wait to leave again this year” 

Team bonding is another big 
benefit, as the team will be 
together for the entire 12 days of 
the tour, travelling by bus. 

“The only family we're going to 
have is each other, and hopefully 
it'll help us for the second half of 
the season,’ D'Amico said. 

The Stingers sport a 
respectable 4-7-3 record going 
into the break, but that’s still 
below the team’s _ high 
expectations for this season; 
they've been plagued by injuries 
throughout the roster. For 
Figsby, the trip is an opportunity 
to get his lineup back together. 

“It's just been a tough start to 
the season with all the injuries 
we've been through,” he said. 
“We'll get the guys away, do 
some team-building, and re- 
generate and re-energize.” 





Stingers’ Ben McCarthy and McGill's Louis-Philippe Lagradelle in a game 
Nov. 26, which Concordia won 85-71. The men's basketball team will take 
part in a tournament hosted by Dalhousie that starts Dec. 29; League 
play resumes with a home game against Bishop's on Jan. 6. 
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